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and metaphysical systems are but new adapta-
tions of ancient Oriental philosophy. The
whole hierarchical structure of European society,
so far as it is based on the idea of graduated
orders, and not merely on superior force, is but the
development, under whatever name of feudality,
clanship, or aristocracy., of a principle as old as
the patriarchal times. It is the same in our
religion. The Bible (considered in its external
relations) was written from one end to the other
of both Testaments by Asiatics., and Asiatics.of
a single race ; the earlier General Councils were
Asiatic; the Creeds, and the leading principles
of Church government, so far as they are to be
counted human in origin, come to us from the
East. In most of the greatest minds that have
risen up among us, even in modern times, an
Asiatic element is to be traced with more or less
of distinctness. Wherever we build with solid
materials we build on an Asiatic foundation ;
and Shem, amid the isles of the Gentiles, -re-
poses in those tents which his more active
brother Japhet is ever planting and shifting,